
               HiSET Test
● Cost: $115 
● 2 retakes free of charge
● 3 times in 12 months
● New versions each January

● Passing Score: 45 total
● Subtest Passing Score: 8 out of 20
● Writing Essay: 2 out of 6
● Scores reported immediately



HiSET Test at a Glance

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/taag.pdf
https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/taag.pdf


Reading Content
65 minutes, 50 multiple choice questions
40% Literary Texts, 60% Informational Texts

Comprehension is over 50%

● Test Taking Strategies
● Language & Reading Vocabulary
● Skimming
● Poetry 
● Figurative Language
● Literary Terms



Writing Content
120 minutes, 60 multiple choice questions

1 essay - Argumentative (2 passages)

● Common Punctuation & Capitalization Rules
● Commas: Appositives, Direct Address, Introductory Phrases, Series

● Colons & Semi-colons
● Parallel Structure
● Topic Sentence & Paragraph Development
● Writing Essay Tips

○ Write a fully developed essay
○ Provide ideas and examples
○ Avoid just repeating
○ Take a position
○ Do not depend solely on ideas from provided texts
○ Key Focus: essay’s ability to express and support ideas



Science Content
80 minutes, 60 multiple choice questions
Life Science - 49%, Physical Science - 28%, Earth Science - 23%

Reading Comprehension

● Plant and Animal Cells
● Human Body Systems - Role of DNA
● Genetics: Dominant, Recessive, Mutations, Punnett Square
● Specialized Cells: compare the structures of different types 

of biomolecules such as carbohydrates, lipids, and proteins
● Reproduction: Meiosis, Mitosis
● Photosynthesis
● Energy: Renewable, Non-Renewable
● Matter: 3 States, Physical, Chemical
● Tables, Charts, and Graphs



Social Studies Content
70 minutes, 60 multiple choice questions
History: 35%, Civics/Government: 35%, Economics: 20%, Geography: 10%

Reading Comprehension

● Important World/U.S. Events: River Valley Civilizations, 
Classical Civilizations, Age of Exploration, American Revolution, Early 
National Era, Civil War & Reconstruction, Gilded Age, World War I, Great 
Depression & New Deal, World War II, Cold War

● Government: Democracy, Republic
● Balance of Power & Governmental Facts
● Map Skills - U.S. 13 Colonies
● Feudal and Caste Systems
● Supply and Demand
● Political Cartoons



Math Content
90 minutes, 55 multiple choice questions

Calculator Options

● HiSET Math Formula Sheet
● Quadratics and Functions
● Order of Operations: PEMDAS
● Numbers: Rational, Irrational
● Circle Formulas: Area, Circumference
● Statistics: Mean, Median, Mode, Range
● Slope: Rate of Change, Rise/Run
● Percents to Decimals to Fractions

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/mathematics_formula_sheet.pdf


Score Reports



RESOURCES
● Free practice tests at 

https://hiset.ets.org/
● HiSET Academy: 4 practice 

tests/subject
● Khan Academy Support Videos: 

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/list_free_
videos.pdf

● Online practice tests through ETS 
and Essential Education: $2/test

● Official online practice tests: 
$10/subtest

● GED/TASC resources

https://hiset.ets.org/
https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/list_free_videos.pdf
https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/list_free_videos.pdf

